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Abstract:

The research analyzes and studies three Sabaean inscriptions, written on
stone pieces, originating from the Shabaan Temple in the city of Nashaq
(currently Al- Bayd&’, in Wadi Al-Jawf). They are likely to be dated between
the second and third centuries AD, and all of them are religious inscriptions
related to the god lmghw. The first of the inscriptions is about sin and
atonement, while the others two are of a votive nature. The first of them dates
back to the reign of the Sabaean king, 1Thn Nhfn, and the last to the reign of his
son, S*rm "wtr. The importance of these inscriptions lies in the fact that they
have never been studied before, and in the linguistic content they provide, in
addition to the indications they provide us with that give us a deeper
understanding of the doctrinal, economic and social aspects of the life of the
Nashaq community under Sabaean dependency, and they introduce us to the
names of some of the families (or clans) and tribes that inhabited the city of
Nashaq during this period. The research followed the study of these inscriptions
in terms of (their description, dating, and meaning in Arabic), reviewing their
topics, and extrapolating their data. The research concluded with a number of
results, the most important of which are: the occurrence of new and rarely
occurring words and expressions in the published Musnad inscriptions, the
mention of two religious rituals from the religious rituals of ancient Yemen,
namely shaving the hair of the visitor to the temple, and ascending the mountain
of the worshipped to supplicate; as an expiation for negligence in performing
the first ritual, and also confirming the meaning of the word (bdln); that is: the
replacement, which is a disease that affects the extremities (perhaps joint pain),

which is consistent with its meaning in classical Arabic .

Keywords: Sabaean Inscriptions, lmghw, Sin, Shabaan Temple, Nashaq
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